
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 3 April 2003] 

 p6129b-6129b 
Mr Paul Andrews 

 [1] 

IAN CROOK 
Petition 

Mr P.W. Andrews presented the following petition bearing the signature of one person - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled. 

 We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Ian Crook. 

 Ian is aged fifty six, and lives by himself in a two bedroom unit in Jandakot. 

 In 1989, at the age of forty two, Ian was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis.  He was told that he had a 
slow progressive type.  However, within six years he was reliant on a wheelchair. 

 Ian has now reached the stage where he is finding it increasingly difficult to get from his wheelchair to 
his bed and vice versa.  He is unable to cook for himself and relies on a friend to prepare his meals for 
the week.  These are stored in the freezer and he reheats them in the microwave.  He needs help with 
housecleaning and with personal care.   

 Before Ian was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis he was married and ran a thriving business importing 
and exporting antique replicas.  His business involved him being away from home frequently, with 
considerable overseas travel.  He had his own house and paid his taxes. 

Following Ian’s diagnosis he lost his marriage, his business, his home, his health, his mobility and a 
considerable amount of independence.   

Ian desperately wishes to remain as independent as possible and to continue living in his own Unit.  
Currently, he receives a total of NINE AND A HALF hours help a week.  He receives help with 
personal care for TWO hours from Silverchain and for FIVE hours from Cockburn Shire.  He also 
receives TWO AND A HALF hours help with housecleaning. 

 This level of assistance is not enough.  Ian lives with the fear that without additional help he will lose 
his remaining independence and his Unit.  If he fell out of his wheel chair he would have to stay where 
he landed until someone turned up.  

 Ian has applied to the Disability Services Commission for accommodation support funding to provide 
him with the additional help he urgently needs.  He has applied THREE times now without success. 

 Approximately four weeks ago, Ian received his latest rejection.  He advises that this caused such 
extreme anxiety and distress that his health was very badly affected and he had to be admitted to 
Fremantle Hospital for ten days.  Ian lives in dread of losing his independence and being admitted to a 
hospital or nursing home needing TWENTY FOUR HOUR care, seven days a week.  Without 
additional assistance, this is what will happen. 

 Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 
 The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 

disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need.   

 The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need.   

 The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day.   

[See petition No 117.] 
 


